
Senate Republican Caucus ‘Open Michigan Safely’ Phases of Transition 

 

Notes: This document is a proposed template that may be refined and improved over time with input from 

the medical community, healthcare systems, and others with relevant expertise. 

 

• Classifications of risk levels for employees and protections to take at those levels as outlined by 

OSHA, https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf 

• The time periods in each phase represent the days since the entry of the previous phase. 

• Healthcare system capacity percentages are for COVID-19 caseload. 

 

 

Phase 1 (Stay-at-Home Order) 

Conditions  

• Cases and deaths are rising and on track to exceed (or are already exceeding) healthcare system 

capacity. 

 

Business Activity 

• The only medium exposure risk businesses open to the public are those necessary to sustain or 

protect life and health. These establishments are only permitted to operate with enhanced safety 

protocols and should adopt CISA guidelines issued March 28, 2020. 

(https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce) 

• Businesses whose employees are lower exposure risk as described by OHSA and can maintain 

social distancing of employees at least 6 feet apart or provide appropriate PPE, as well as other 

safety protocols, may operate.  

 

Citizen Activity  

• Mobility limited to essential local travel or to low risk businesses that meet safety protocols. 

• If an essential activity must be performed, masks should be worn to cover the nose and mouth to 

prevent droplets from coughing or sneezing from spreading to other objects or individuals. 

• Extreme compliance at the individual level on hygiene (handwashing), distancing, and wearing 

masks while in public. 

 

Phase 2 

Conditions 

• Cases and deaths fall for five out of seven days and the healthcare systems are below 75% 

capacity.  

 

Business Activity 

• Lower exposure risk businesses can operate that are: 

o Closed to the public, where employees comply with safety protocols.  

o Open to the public with extreme social distancing, such as outdoor recreational activity. 

 

Citizen Activity 

• Masks should be worn to cover the nose and mouth to prevent droplets from coughing or 

sneezing from spreading to other objects or individuals. 

• Individuals with symptoms of or exposure to COVID-19 are requested to self-isolate for 14 days. 

• Vulnerable individuals (based on age and health) will continue to follow Stay-at-Home Order. 

• Large gatherings are still prohibited. 

• Limited local mobility and for essential needs only, restrained interregional mobility. 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce


• Extreme compliance at the individual level on hygiene (handwashing), distancing, and wearing 

masks while in public. 

 

Phase 3 

Conditions 

• Cases and deaths fall for 17 out of 21 days and the healthcare systems are below 50% capacity.  

 

Business Activity 

• In addition to the business activity outlined in Phase 2, social businesses that can operate that are: 

o Open to the public with social distancing. 

▪ Bars and restaurants limited to 50% capacity with groups seated 6 feet from each 

other.  

▪ Gatherings with less than 100 individuals are allowed.  

Citizen Activity 

• Masks should be worn to cover the nose and mouth to prevent droplets from coughing or 

sneezing from spreading to other objects or individuals. 

• Individuals are encouraged to test for COVID-19 antibody. 

• Individuals with symptoms of or exposure to COVID-19 are requested to self-isolate for 14 days. 

• Vulnerable individuals (based on age and health) will continue to follow Stay-at-Home Order. 

• Some restrictions to local mobility, limited interregional mobility. 

• Extreme compliance at individual level on hygiene, distancing, and wearing masks while in 

public. 

 

 

Phase 4 

Conditions 

• Cases and deaths fall for 19 out of 21 days and the healthcare systems are below 33% capacity.  

• Individuals who desire testing for the virus or the antibody have access to receive these tests (i.e., 

the state is not experiencing a shortage of tests).  

 

Business Activity 

• In addition to the business activity outlined in Phase 2 and Phase 3, social businesses that can 

operate that are: 

o Open to the public with medium-sized crowds. 

▪ Bars and restaurants at full seating capacity. 

▪ Gatherings with less than 250 individuals are allowed.  

Citizen Activity 

• Individuals with symptoms of or exposure to COVID-19 are requested to self-isolate for 14 days. 

• Stay-at-Home Order is lifted for vulnerable individuals (based on age and health).  

• Mask and social distancing limitations are removed. 

• No local mobility restrictions, advise interregional mobility.  

 

 

Phase 5 

Conditions 

• No active spread for 30 days or a vaccine has been available for 30 days.  

 

Business Activity 

• In addition to business activity outlined in Phase 2, 3 and 4, all remaining restrictions are 

removed, and entertainment businesses can operate that are: 



o Open to the public. 

▪ Festivals, concerts, sporting events. 

Citizen Activity 

• Individuals with symptoms of or exposure to COVID-19 are requested to self-isolate for 14 days. 

• All other remaining restrictions removed. 

• No restrictions on local mobility or interregional mobility in Phase 5. 


